
 

 FR General Care 

 Carhartt FR products are flame-resistant for the useful life of the garment, provided 
recommended care instructions are followed. 

 Below are some facts related to flame-resistance and garment care: 

 FR garments can be home laundered - follow the care instructions on the label and the FR 
qualities will remain in the fabric for the useful life of the garment. 

 FR garments do not require special detergents, but detergent should not contain fabric 
softeners - the fabric softener does not t remove the FR treatment, but the fabric softener 
itself may coat the fiber and mask flame resistant performance. It may also serve as fuel in 
case of combustion. 

 FR fabrics do not have to be washed in specific temperatures, but temperatures provided on 
garment care labels are recommended to avoid excessive shrinkage. Temperatures in home 
laundries are fine for FR. In reality, temps can get too hot for FR garments and negatively 
affect the treatment, but that's not a factor in home laundering - home washers/dryers can't 
reach temperatures that high - industrial launderers are where you need to be careful of too 
much heat. So, it's recommended to reference temperatures on garment care labels. 

 FR clothing does not have to be washed separately. The only reason someone would separate 
FR from regular clothing is to keep very dirty work clothes separate from the other clothes - 
the FR treatment has no negative impact on the other clothing 

 Don't use bleach - over time, bleach will break down the molecular bond between the fabric 
and the FR treatment 

 Don't use starch on FR garments because starch is a propellant 

 FR garments can be dry cleaned (as long as no starch is used) and ironed FR Denim garments 
are not recommended to be dry cleaned as the indigo dye in them can fade excessively from 
this cleaning method. 

 Don't use DEET on FR clothing - DEET is one of the most effective mosquito repellents on the 
market, but it should only be used on the skin, never on FR clothing. For the most effective 
mosquito and tick protection, use DEET based repellents on the skin (especially on exposed 
skin) and use a permethrin (the active ingredient in most lice shampoos) product washed into 
or applied to flame-resistant clothing. These products do not add any appreciable 
flammability to FR clothing and therefore do not affect its flame-resistant properties. When 



 

using permethrin in a spray form, use the WATER-BASED formulas only. Propellants are 
almost always flammable in this application, so the powder form washed into the clothing or 
the WATER-BASED spray formula is recommended. 

 

FR Insulated Outerwear 

 Machine wash warm at a temperature not to exceed 140 degrees F (60 degrees C). Do not use 
bleach, hydrogen peroxide, softeners or starch. Tumble dry low and remove promptly. Iron 
with low heat. Garments may be dry cleaned. 

 For maximum color retention this garment should be washed in a large capacity commercial 
washing machine. Avoid overloading for best results. 

 

FR Canvas and Duck Garments 

 Home laundering of our canvas and duck flame-resistant garments in colors Black and Dark 
Navy, may result in color streaking. While this issue does not degrade the safety of the 
garment, it does impact the aesthetic quality of the garment. To limit the potential for color 
streaking, we recommend commercial laundering of your Black and Dark Navy flame-resistant 
garment. Please ask that the garment is turned inside out prior to washing. 

FR Knit Shirts and Accessories 

 Machine wash cold using the permanent-press cycle, separately. Do not use bleach, hydrogen 
peroxide, softeners or starch. Tumble dry low and remove promptly. Iron with low heat. 
Garments may be dry cleaned. 

 


